
THIRD CONDITIONAL
B1-B2 | Grammar explanation

1 Look at the example.

WHAT HAPPENED
left late

IMAGINED PAST
left earlier

2 Read the key idea.

We use the third conditional to imagine a different result for a completed past situation.

The past cannot change: the condition did not happen, so the result did not happen.

3 Notice the form.

IF + PAST PERFECT  ,  WOULD HAVE + PAST PARTICIPLE

If I had known about the meeting, I would have attended.
If she had not missed the bus, she would have arrived on time.

4 Read more examples.

If we had booked earlier,
we would have paid less.

He would have passed
if he had studied more.

If I had seen your message,
I would have replied.

If it had not rained,
we would have played outside.

They would have found us
if we had shared our location.

If you had asked me,
I would have helped.
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If we had left earlier, we would have caught the bus.
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